
Proposed changes to the Annual report of Incidents 
2015 (to be published in June 2016) 

 
It is proposed that the future reports including the Annual Report of Incidents 2015 
will primarily categorise incidents using the Hazard, rather than the Incident type.  
 
The Hazard is used to classify notifications in the Rapid Alert System of Food and 
Feed (RASFF) run by the European Commission.  Hence, it is an internationally 
recognised classifications used by all participating EU member states.  It has already 
been used to breakdown the number of notifications in the Annual Reports for 2013 
and 2014.   
 
The number of reported incidents will no longer be reported by the Incident type, 
thus ending a time series that began in 2006.  Consequently, the Hazard will be used 
rather than the Incident type in the following parts of the report: 

• Figure 2: Incidents by incident category 

• Table 1: Incidents by FSA category: 

• Table 4: Incidents by country of origin 

• The "Key movements for individual incident categories" section 
 
Furthermore, it is proposed that Appendix 1 (Detailed breakdown for certain incident 
categories) will not be included in future reports.  Instead, the number of notifications 
in the largest of the Hazard categories may be investigated in more detail. 
 
Background 
Notifications reported to the FSA were originally classified by Incident type.  
However, since 2011, only the Hazard is recorded in the database used for day-to-
day management.  Until recently, the Incident type was manually assigned to each 
incident for internal administrative purposes.  Changing priorities have led to this 
process being discontinued. Consequently, a time series based on the Incident type 
can longer be supported. 
 
Instead, the number of incidents classified by RASFF Hazard will form a time series 
dating from 2011 onward.  There is no direct relationship between the Hazard and 
Incident type notifications.  However, the Hazard has more categories and provides 
a more detailed breakdown in most areas.    
 
  



We would like to know how these changes might affect your data needs and what we 
can do to minimise any issues.  In particular: 
 

1. The proposed changes would lead to the end of time series based on Incident 
type categories.   What problems would this cause you, if any? Would they be 
resolved if the number of notifications per Hazard category could be estimated 
for earlier years?  

2. More generally, which comparisons over time are most important to you? 

3. Would reporting the number of notifications broken down by the Hazard 
provide enough detail for your needs?  If not, please specify what you would 
require in addition. 

4. The format of Table 3 (Notifications by Notifier type) has changed this year.  
Does it provide the information that you require? 

5. One issue with the underlying data is that the Commodity and Country of 
Origin of each incident is not always clearly identifiable.  Is this a particular 
concern for you? 

6. The current report does not classify reported incidents by their severity.  Is 
this something that you would like to see in the future? 

We would also be interested in any improvements that you would like to see. Please 
send your views to: 
 
robin.clifford@foodstandards.gsi.gov.ukrobin.clifford@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 
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